
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

MEADE COUNTY RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION, INC. 

1 
and ) 

) 

1 89-257 
BRANDENBURG TELEPHONE COMPANY, INC. ) CASE NO. 

1 

i 
ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY 1 
WITH COMMISSION REGULATIONS ) 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

Heade County Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation, Inc. 

("Meade County RECC"), which engages in the distribution of 

electricity to the public for compensation, for light, heat, 

power, and other uses, is a utility under the jurisdiction of the 

Commission. 

Brandenburg Telephone Company, Inc. ("Brandenburg"), which 

engages in the transmission over wire of messages by telephone for 

the public, for compensation, is a utility under the jurisdiction 

of the Commission. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by a utility. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated 

Coamrission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3 1  which requires 

electric utilities to maintain their plants in accordance with the 

standards of the Wational Electrical Safety Code (1981 edition), 



and Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:061, Section 2, which requires 

telephone utilities to do likewise. 

Commission Staff has submitted to th? Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 21, 

1989, attached hereto as Appendix A, which alleges: 

1. On August 4, 1989, Matthew Rosebush was severely burned 
when an aluminum pole with which he was playing came into contact 

with a 7200 volt single phase overhead line owned and maintained 

by Meade County RECC. 

2. At the time of this incident, the electric utility lines 

in the immediate area of the incident, the 7200 volt eingle phase 

overhead line and a neutral conductor, both owned and maintained 

by Meade County RECC, failed to meet the minimum vertical 

clearance standards €or above-ground wires and conductors as 

established by National Electrical Safety Code Rule 232A. The 

communications conductor in the immediate area of the incident, 

which was owned and maintained by Brandenburg, also €ailed to 

comply with these standards. 

3. Meade County RECC violated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 

5:041, Section 3 ,  by failing to comply with the standards of the 

National Electrical Safety Code. 

4. Brandenburg violated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 

5:061, Section 2, by failing to comply with the Standards of the 

National Electrical Safety Code. 

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS 

that; 
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APPENOXX A 

OF THE KENTUCKY PUBLIC SERVICE COMXSSXON 
I N  CASE NO. 89-257 OATED 9/19/89 

A P P E N ~ O R D E R  

ELECTRICAL OTILITY ACCIDSNT INVESTIGATION 

DATE OF TEIS REPORT 8/21/89 WJBNITTED BY J s f f e r y  L. GilDin 

NAME OF UTILITY Meade County RECC 

ACCIDENT REPORTED BY Beavin Thornaberry 

DATE b TIHE UTILITY LEARNED OF ACCIDENT 8/4/89 9x15 P.M. 

DATE b TIHE ACCIDENT REPORTED 8/7/89 11:19 A.M. 

DATE AND TIHE ACCIDENT OCCURRED 8/4/89 9 t 0 0  P.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIOATION 8/7/89 

DATE SlJluuRY WRImEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED FROM UTILITY 

PERSONS ASSISTING IN TEE INVESTIGATION Jeff Embry Of Meade County 

8/9/89 

CllAne OF VICTIM(8) 1. Matthew Rosebush SEX M AGE 10 

FATAL NO NAnE OF EMPLOYER: N/A 

INJURIES Third degree  burns to t h e  abdomen and hands. 

2. SEX AGE 

FATAL NAnE OF EMPLOYER: 

IWJURIES 

3. sex AGE 

FATAL NAnE OF EneLOYER: 

INJURIES 
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.. 
ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIQATION (Conthud) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE On the Hillgrove Road in Meade County at 

Meade County RECC account #11-009-15. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Viotim and meveral other children were playing 

with an aluminum tent pole in the lawn between their homer. Amarent- 

ly one of the children threw the pole acromm the primary conductor 

and when it fell it made contact with the victim. The primary and 

neutral conductorm of Meade County RECC'm electric dimtribution line 

and the communications conductor belonging to Brandenburq Telephone 

Comwny, Inc. appeared to have inadeauate clearance due to a joint 

use anchor pulling loose. 

SOURCE OF INFORWATION Jeff Embry-Meade County RECCI Meade County RECC 

Summary Written Reporti an onmite insoection; teleohone conversation 

with Mrs. Joseph Rosebush. 

VIOLATIONS OF COllwISSION REGULATIONS The orimary conductor (13'7"), 

the neutral conductor (ll'Ot') and the communicationm conductor (7'7") 

at Meade County RECC account #11-009-15 do not meet the minimum verti- 

cal clearance as required by 807 K A R  5c041, Section 3(1) and the 1981 

NESC Table 232-l(4). 

RECOHUEdDATIOUS It is recommended that the Commission conmidor action 

against the utilities in accordance with KRS 278.990(1). 
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CORRECTIVE ACTION Meade County RECC installed a new anchor and rc- 

sagged the neutral and primary conductors on 8/7/89. (See Attachment 
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LINE CLEARANCES 

Minimum Allowed 
As Measured by NESC 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 13'7" 21'1" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 11'0'' 19'1" 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 7'7" 19 ' 1'' 
Phase conductor to structure: N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to structure: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
structure: N/A N/A 

8 .  AT LOWEST POINT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 13'7" 21'1" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 11'0" 19 ' 1" 
Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 7'7" 19'1" 

C. SPAN LmGTE 360' 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: November, 1975 

Utility: - Meade County RECC 

Date: 8/7/89 

Approximate temperature: 70 Degrees F 

Measurements made by: Jeffery L. Gilpin 

Time 1:15 P.M. 
I 

~~ 

Submitted by: 
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Rural Electric Coopera rive Corporarion 
PO Dol ab?.DIofldcnb,'g. k*n*uc*y A0400 

August  8, 19s9 

Jdf ei 1pan 
Xcntucky Pub1 i c  Saruico Comniaaion 
730 SChEnlLCl Low 
Prunvort, Ku. 40602 

Dear .\Ira Gilpcn: 

An alcctrical emitact accidort occurred at approximately 9:aO P.\I. 
August $, 2989, i n  the J i i l l  Grow araa of tho Alade CountU Rural 
Electric sptam, 

Upon notification, tho \(coda Co. l?.E,C.c. scruica craw of Jamcs 
Mi 1 l o r  (Jainiel/nari-Linuman) and Marta 5runer (Apprentice Linenend 
procccdcd to  tlis rcsidcncc of Joecph Roscbuah, map toeation Y 1 1 -  
009-15. 
that a neighbor child, Ahtthw Roacbreh, had been elmckcd J i l e  
plauing u6th a ateel tent  p o d  that had coma i n  w n t a c t  wi th  the 
wire in th8 p r d .  The Rosubiieh familu waa not availabla at that 
t imc . 
Ilhils inapcctirrg tha arca, it was n o t 4  that an anchor had iucn 

. 

n e  crow wru iqformed by a ncighbor, .\Ira. Eric Rig 5 ,  

yuy atlowing tho 72061 primary t o  sag t o  tho height of 14'3 $I . 
Tho Coopcrntivc la te r  learricd t h d t  Uatthcw Roscbuah hnrl ottaincd 
burns on both a m  a d  around his  w i a t .  
taken t o  Koaair Childrcn'a Hospital for obrcrvation. 

'fhc Publ ic  S c r v i c ~  Comnission uwu notified of tho accidcnt A i l g u s t  
7,  1989. 
p t c d  tho sccna of tho  incident. 
yup and ncw anchors were instaltcd to  rcctify the situation. 

Encloscd ora copias of tha rcpair  ordcr and innpcetion recorda of 
thc l i n e  s c c t i a  imelvcd. 

Vaster Roscbuah ws 

Nr. J4fJ (jilpcn of tha PSC arrived onct promptly investi- 
Pollowing tho investigation, ncw 



REPAIR SERViCE ORDER 
k d r  County RECC ' . I  

' . .  
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Attachment C 
o a t o 8 - ~ - -  NO ' 8 7 9 2  

R t o r r  P.&& &&- -. t 
Reported Condition to 

- - 

.. 
, b * - '  ;, ,I Completed by - %(; Dak 

1. I. 70.14101 



Locattorti  County1 / ~ ~ M P / B  r& Sub# t r  t ion t , / . , .  
C i r c u i t ,  . P h r m  

Employccr 1. 2. t inior 

0. 10. 



A l R C R A r t  L I N E  ICSPECTION REPORT 

Data; d-/h-H' 
Locat lonr County! Sub r t  a t (  on r . Circutti . Phrror 

Employoar 1 1  2 9  Timer 

6 9  

7. 



AIRCCAFT L I N E  I t ~ S P C C T I O N  REPOilT 
. . .  
Location; County: Subs t a  t 4 on8 . . ,  

Ctrcul t t  Phrrei 

Cnipl oyees 1 2. . Tlmci 

h i n t  W. 0, D b f s  Completed 

1 .  c ,  - 

P I  .C .-- -.- 
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